
Oxford in the 19th Century 

 

The 19th century was a time of huge change in British 

society.  People still talk about the Victorians and the 

changes made during the reign of Queen Victoria, but 

as we have seen, the history of Oxford has been one of 

constant change. 

 

Did you know that… 

 

During the nineteenth century Oxford had two railway stations next door to each other? 

 

A new college was built, that was said to be so ugly, another college formed a society to 

demolish it? 

 

The university started holding races where there is no overtaking? 

 

 

1. In 1815, the University held its first “Eights’ Week”.  Eights’ Week is now held in May and 

has Bumps Races on four days.  What is Eights’ Week and what happens during a bumps 

race? 

 

2. The Oxford Canal was constructed in 1790, but canals were soon overtaken by railways.  

When did the railway arrive in Oxford and where did it connect Oxford to? 

 

 

3. A museum and an hotel were built on Beaumont Street during this period.  Which buildings 

are they?  Why do you think they were needed? 

 

4. Keble College was built in the nineteenth century. Can you find out when it was founded 

and how did its design upset many people.  (Bonus question – can you find any nicknames 

that have been given to the Keble building?) 

 

5. What was remarkable about Lady Margaret Hall and Somerville Hall (now Somerville 

College) when they were first established?  Find the colleges on a map and discover when 

the two colleges were founded. 

 

6. In 1880, women were allowed to do something for the first time at the University.  What was 

it?  (Bonus question, what were women still not allowed to do at the University? 

 

Something to consider: New colleges, hotels, museums and transport links were all developing, 

but why were they needed and how were they being used? 

 

Can you explain how Oxford was changing during this period?  Rather than think about buildings, 

consider how life might have been changing for the people living and studying in the city? 

 

Useful websites might be: 
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/index.html 

http://www.localhistories.org/oxford.html  
https://www.britainexpress.com/cities/oxford/index.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford 

http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/index.html
http://www.localhistories.org/oxford.html
https://www.britainexpress.com/cities/oxford/index.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford

