The Enormous Crocodile’s Clever Tricks
Clever Trick Number One
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Clever Trick Number Two
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Clever Trick Number Three
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Clever Trick Number Four
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The Enormous Crocodile crept over to a place where there were a Jo¢ of
coconut trees.

He knew that children from the town often came here Innk]ng for
coconuts. The trees were too tall for them to climb, but there were always

some coconuts on the ground that had fallen down

The Enormous Crocodile quickly collected all the coconuts that w.

lying on the ground. He also gathered together several fallen branches,

“Now for Clever Trick Number Onel!™ he whispered to himself, “[¢ won’t
be long before I am ecating the first part of my lunch!”

He took all the coconut branches and held them between his teeth,

He grasped the coconuts in his front paws. Then he stood straight up in
the air, balancing himself on his tail,

He arranged the branches and the coconuts so cleverly that he now looked

—/) exacdy like a small coconut tree standing among the big coconut trees

Soon, two children came along. They were brother and sister. The boy was
called Toto. His sister was called Mary. They walked around looking for fallen
coconuts, but they couldn’t find any because the Enormous Crocodile had
gathered them all up.

“Oh look!” cried Toto. “That tree over there is much smaller than the
others! And it’s full of coconuts! I think I could climb that one quite easily if
you help me up the first bit.”

Toto and Mary ran towards what they thought was the small coconut tree.

The Enormous Crocodile peered through the branches, watching them as
they came closer and closer. He licked his lips. He began to dribble with

itement.
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There were no children in the playground at that moment. They were all
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The Enormous Crocodile found a large piece of wood and placed it in

he middle of the playground. Then he lay across the piece of wood and

They all crowded round, shouting with excitement,

“Bags I have the first go!”

“I'll get on the other end!”

“I want to go first!”

“So do I! So do II”

Then, a girl who was older than the others said, “It’s rather a funny knobbly
sort of a see-saw, isn’t it? Do you think it'll be safe to sit on?”

“Of course it will!” the others said. “It looks strong as anything!”

The Enormous Crocodile opened one eye just a tiny bit and watched the
children who were crowding around him. Soon, he thought, one of them is

going to sit on my head, then I will give a jerk and a snap, and after that it

will be yum yum yum.
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There was also a big roundabout.

The roundabout had marvellous wooden creatures for the children to ride on.
There were white horses and lions and tigers and mermaids with fishes’ tails and
fearsome dragons with red tongues sticking out of their mouths.

“Now for Clever Trick Number Three,” said the Enormous Crocodile,
licking his lips.

When no one was looking, he crept up on to the roundabout and put
himself between a wooden lion and a fearsome dragon. He sat up a bit on his
back legs and he kept very still. He looked exactly like a wooden crocodile
on the roundabout.

Soon, all sorts of children came flocking into the fair. Several of theniiran
towards the roundabouyt. They were very excited.,

“I'm going to ride on a dragon!” cried one.

:"'“‘ £01ng on a lovely white horse!” cried another.
‘T'm going on a liop!” cried a third one,
olc:\:/i:;:nhc[rteccii;;{hose rame was Jill said, “I'm going to ride on that funny
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Just outside the town, there was a pretty little field with trees and bushes all

round it. This was called The Picnic Place. There were sever:

al wooden tables and
long benches, and people were allowed to go there and have a picnic at any time.
The Enormous Crocodile crept over to The P

in sight

icnic Place. There was no one

“Now for Clever Trick Number Four!” he whispered to himself.

He picked a lovely bunch of flowers and arr.

From the same tabl

anged it on one of the tables.

e, he took away one of the benches and hid it in the bushes.

Then he put himself in the place where the bench had been.
By tucking his head under his chest, and by twistin,

g his tail out of sight,
he made himself look very much like a long wooden

bench with four legs.
Soon, two boys and two girls came along carrying baskets of food. They

were all from one family, and their mother had said they could go out and
have a picnic together.

“Which table shall we sit at?” said one.

“Let’s take the table with the lovely flowers on it,” said another.

The Enormous Crocodile kept as quiet as a mouse. “I shall eat them all
he said to himself. “They will come and sit on my back and I will swizzle
my head around quickly, and after that it'll be squish crunch gollop.”
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